<a 


7 be Duty of Obedience to the Laws and 'of 
15 — Nen to Magi 3 * 


3 


S E R M O 


OCCASIONED BY 


N 


THE LATE DISTURBANCES 


o IN THE 
oS NORTH OF IRELAND, 
| 
' PREACHED BEFORE THE Jupars OF 1 


In the Cathedral reh of ARMAG H, 
On SUNDAY, APRIL I2, 77 


———_— 


* 
— 


| Publiſhed at hed Requeſt of the Highs Sheriff and 
Grand Jury of the n of Armagh. 


E 5 — — — nmr | — — 
BY. THE = | 
HUGH HAMILTON, D. D. F. R. S. 
| pang ARM AGH. | 5 


4 © * g k . 


— P oy — — » * _——_ Mt... —— 


— e 


1 ſh x —_ 6 a 2 — — 


* 7 by — 5 


LONDON, REPRINTED} . 


"Fe or 2 Novxs r, oppoſite Catherine-Street, in the Strand, | 
 Myccuixxn. 


| 1 * n auld... Si. a lit adit. ts acai — ³ ͤ * — 
2 — _ _ cy : 
CE Me == - "Rr" | 
* . —e 


* 
* 
7 
- 
. 
* 
. 
x 

. 
i 
? - 

L * 
* 

N 1 

1 

„ ; * 

bd — 
* 
- 
— m _ ” — 
wt \ - —_— — — —— a ww — — 
£ n ”- — p — * > . 
lh — — v 
— a a — jou * oe — — mY — hy - 
— — - — — _ « — — —ů — — 7 
—— — — 
—— — — — — — 
* | , n * d — — Bx OD z—ͤĩ Ae ů — * — 
———— — ſ— 
— — K AA A A AAA ar ee - 9 — cs re REPS 
— — — — — — - — 
— > 
—— p — — — — — - — 
— —ü—ñä6ẽͥ— — — — o 


i 


(3) 


St. Paul's Epiſtle to Titus, chap. ili. ver. 1. 


Put them in mind to be ſubjef to Principalities and 
Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, to be reach to every 
good Wh ork. 


Enemies of our holy Religion endeavoured 

to ſuppreſs its riſe and ſtop its progreſs, 
when other methods failed, by repreſenting its 
Divine Author and his Followers, as perſons who 
paid no regard to the Laws and Rulers of the 
State, and who claimed to themſelves a Power in- 
dependent of the civil Government. Thus the 
Jewiſh Prieſts accuſed our Lord of forbidding 
them to give Tribute to Ceſar, ſaying, that He him- 


* is obſervable that the firſt and greateſt 


ſelf was Chriſt, a King, and therefore, ſaid 


they to Pilate, i, you let this man go you are not 
Ceſar*s friend *. St. Paul was alſo accuſed be- 
fore Felix the Governor; as à peſtilent Fellow, a 


Mover of Sedition throughout the World, and a 
Ringleader of the Set of the Nazarenes ©. At 
Theſſalonica the unbelieving Jews brought a 


Luke xxiii. 2. d John xix. 12, © Acts xxiv. 5. 
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(4) 
Charge againſt St, Paul and the Brethren before 
the Rulers of the City, That they went about to 
burn the world upſide down, and did contrary to the 
Decrees of Ceſur, faying, there was another King, 
one Teſus ". | 


Bur the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity ſoon 
refuted theſe falſe aſperſions by their Doctrine 
and their Example; and thereby removed from 
the minds of the People thoſe prejudices which 
muſt otherwiſe have prevented them from em- 
bracing the Goſpel. For the rights and advan- 
tages of civil Society are ſo valuable to mankind, 
and depend ſo entirely on good Government and 
Order, that men are naturally averſe to any Set 


of People, or to any Doctrines that have a Ten- 


dency to ſow the ſeeds of Diſcord and Rebellion; 
and it cannot be ſuppoſed that any Prince would 
ever have received the Chriſtian Faith while He 
ſuſpected that it gave the leaſt Countenance to 


Sedition and Licentiouſneſs. 


Ir was therefore on this account, as well as 


on others, that the Apoſtles ſo earneſtly exhorted 


men every where to pay a due Submiſſion to 


the Laws and the Governors under which they 
lived; and command that Supplications and Prayers 


ſhould be offered up for Kings and for all that are 
4 Acts xvit. 7. 
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put in Authority, that under them wwe may lead a 
quiet life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty *. This 
ſeems to have been a favourite Topic of St. 
Paul's, who enters very particularly into the 
grounds of Civil Authority and the obedience 
due to it; and charges his beloved Titus, whom 
he left to ſupply his place in Crete, that he 
ſhould frequently remind the People of what 
they had before learned from Him; for ſo his 
words in the Text ſeem to imply. Put them in 
mind, ſays he, to be ſubjef to Principalities and 
Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, and to be ready to 
every good Work. Which words contain direCtions 


both to the Miniſters of God's word what they 


are to teach, and to the People what they are to 
obſerve and do. 1 


I SHALL therefore, as my Duty requires on 


this Occaſion, lay before you the nature and ex- 
tent of that obligation which we all lie under to 


be amenable to the Laws, and to yield à peace- 


able Submiſſion to our Governors. I ſhall then 
repreſent to you the many and great Calamities 
which muſt ariſe in every State where the People 
attempt to ſhake off the due Subordination to 
their Magiſtrates, and ſet themſelves up as the 


only Judges of what Laws are proper to be exe- 
cuted and what are not. And in doing this I 


© i; Tim. ii. 2. 
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(6) 
ſhall take occaſion to conſider thoſe Pretences 
by which ſelf-willed and preſumptuous Perſons 
have endeavoured to juſtify their ſeditious con- 


duct. That ſeeing the folly and wickedneſs of 


their Proceedings, you may, thro' God's Aſſiſt- 
ance and your own good Reſolutions, be pre- 
ſerved from ever following a Multitude to do 
Evil“. 1 


TAT all Perſons are ſtrictly bound to pay 
obedience to the Laws of that Society of which 
they are members, is a point ſo clear both from 
Reaſon and from the holy Scriptures, that one 
would hardly imagine any doubt could be enter- 
tained about it. And yet there is too much 


reaſon to fear, that many People, who acknow- 


ledge their indiſpenſable obligation to obſerve all 
the divine Laws, have but very looſe. and un- 
ſettled notions of the Authority of the civil Ma- 


giſtrate, and of thoſe Laws which they conſider 


as merely of human inſtitution, and which they 


do not ſee to be enjoined in expreſs Terms in 
the word of God. Such perſons often argue 


themſelves into a perſuaſion, that as the poſitive 


Laws of the Land were ordained by frail and 


fallible men, and may therefore be in ſome caſes 


imperfect and inconvenient, they may venture 
with a ſafe conſcience to tranſgreſs them; and 
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f Excd, xx1il. 2. 
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imagine ide if Fly can eſcape with impunity 

from the Civil Power, God will take no ac 

count of their Offence, or puniſh them here- 
after for their Diſobedience. This, of all Per- 
1 ſuaſions or Principles, is the moſt deſtructive to 
5 ſociety, as it deprives the State of that aid and 
ſupport it derives from Religion, and without 
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p which it cannot ſubſiſt. I ſhall therefore ſhew | 
. you that the Laws and Ordinances of every ci- 3 
15 vilized State, wherein nothing i is enjoined con- N 
F trary to God's Word, or to the natural Rights of | 
| Mankind, have the full Sauction of the divine 1 
N authority, and that a peaceable and conſcientious | 


| Submiſſion to them is a religious Duty in the. 
E ſtricteſt ſenſe. And this may be fully proved 

from the Example and the Precepts of our bleſ- 
ſed Lord and his Apoſtles. 


N Our Saviour commanded the Jews to pay their 
I Tribute and 70 render unto Ceſar the things which 
4 are Ceſar”s, as well as unto God the things which 
are Ged's*, When he was called upon for his 
own Tribute, which was to be paid for the ſer- 
vice of the Temple, tho' he ſhewed St. Peter, 
that as Lord of the Temple he was by no means 
* obliged to pay it, yet rather than give any offence 
5 to the civil Power he wrought a miracle to pro- 


83 | | E Matthew xxii. 2r. | 
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(8) 
vide the means of payment, and ſuch. a mi- 
racle as ſhewed that all nature was tributary to 
him. When a certain man requeſted that our 
Lord would ſpeak to his Brother to divide the In- 
beritance with him, His anſwer was, Man, who 
made me a Judge or a Divider over you Here 
we ſee that the great King of Kings would not 
interpoſe his Authority in a cafe which it was 
the Office of the civil Magiſtrate to determine 
from whence we are taught that no man ſhould 
preſume to take that Office upon him, who is 
not regularly appointed to it by the Laws of 
the Society. In ſhort, our Saviour, in his whole 
conduct, ſhewed the greateſt Deference to the 
Laws of the State, and to thoſe who were in- 


truſted with the execution of them, therein 


leaving us an example that we ſhould follow his 


ſeps \. 


Ir we now conſider the Behaviour and the 
Doctrine of the Apoſtles, we ſhall find they cor- 
reſpond exactly with that of their divine Maſter. 
St. Paul enters largely into the nature and de- 
ſign of civil Government and of the obedience 
we are obliged to pay to our Rulers, and de- 
clares the reaſons on which that obligation is 


founded, and ſhews the danger of refuling to 


» Luke xli. 14. 11 Pet. ii. 21. 


comply 


| (9) 
comply with it. Let every ſoul, ſays He, be fub- 
jet to the higher Powers, fer there is no Power 
but of God; the Powers that be, are ordained of 
God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the Peer, 
reſiſteth the ordinance of Cod; and they that reſiſt 
ſhall receive to themſeltes Damnation". Which 
words plainly imply that civil Government is 
; of God's own appointing, who knows 1t to be 
= neceſſary for the well-being of his creatures 
and will therefore ſeverely puniſh the impiety of 
thoſe who ſhall dare to diſturb that Government, 
or reſiſt the Magiſtrate in the execution of his 
neceſſary office. 
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He then informs us what the Office of a Ma- 
giſtrate is; that, he 7s the Miniſter of God to thee 
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1 for Good; but if thou do that which 15 evil, be 
1 afraid; for he beareth not the Sword in vain, fer | 
E he is the Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execute | 


wrath on him that doeth Evil, And then he 
g adds; Wherefore you muſt needs be ſubje not only 
for wrath but for Conſcience fake', That is, you 
muſt be amenable to the Magiſtrates in the exc- 
cution of the Laws, not only for fear of their 
Wrath, or of the Puniſhment they may inflict 
on the diſobedient, but alſo that you may pre- 
ſerve a conſcience void of offence towards God 
as well as towards Man. He then concludes 
* Rom. xiii. 1, 2. Rom. xiii. 4, 6, 7. 
| this 
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this Subject with obſerving, 


. attending continually upon this very thing. 


(10) 

that, for this cauſe 
pay you Tribute alſo, for they are God's Miniſters 
Render 
therefore to all their Dues, Tribute to whom Tri- 
bute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom 
Fear, Honour to whom Honour. The reaſoning 
in theſe words and the Duty they enjoin are very 
evident. The Rulers, ſays He, attend con- 
tinually on this very thing, that is, on protecting 
the Innocent, puniſhing the Evil-doers, and pre- 


© ſerving Peace and good Order in Society; there- 


fore you are at all times readily and chearfully 
to pay all ſuch Tributes or Taxes as are found 


neceſſary for the ſupport of Government and for 


the ſervice of the Public, and to ſhew all that 
Subjection and Reverence to your Rulers, which 
the Laws of God or Man have given them a 
right to. 


Turs is St. Paul's account of the Authority of 
human Governments, and of the Submiſſion due 
to them from their Subjects. And St. Peter 
delivers the ſame Doctrine, almoſt in the ſame 
words : Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of 


Men, for the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King 


as ſupreme, or unto Governors as unto them that 
are ſent by Him for the Puniſhment of Evil-doers, 
and for the Praiſe of them that do well, As free, 
ana not 1ſi Ing your Liberty for a Cloke of Maliciouſ- 
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( 11 ) 

neſs, but as the Servants of God: Honour all 
Men, love the Brotherhood, fear God, honour the 
King ®, Here we may obſerve, that though St. 
Peter calls the ſeveral Forms of Government 
and the Laws of particular Societies, the Or- 
dinance of Man, becauſe they are agreed upon 
and adminiſtred by Men ; yet he requires Sub- 
miſſion to them for the Lord's ſake, becaule their 
Authority 1s originally derived from God, who 
has given them his own Sanction, and thereby 
made them his Ordinance, 


Trovcn theſe Precepts of Obedience and 
Submiſſion are expreſſed without any limitation, 
yet they are not to be taken in fo ſtrict a ſenſe 
as that any thing may be inferred from them, 
which would be inconſiſtent with the Security 
and Happineſs of Society; which St. Paul 
plainly ſuppoſes to be the great end of Govern- 
ment, and the ſole purpoſe for which Magiſ- 
trates are appointed. Therefore they cannot be 
extended ſo far as to preclude any Nation, that 


labours under the Yoke of Tyranny and Op- 


preſſion, from endeavouring, by all prudent and 
effectual means, to render their Government 
more favourable to the happineſs of the Public; 


for no doubt Religion will countenance what- 


m 1 Peter ii. 13—17. 
ever 


(12) 
ever meaſures Prudence dictates for fo good a 
Purpoſe. We may therefore underſtand theſe 
Precepts of the Apoſtles in the ſame manner 
we do thoſe of our Saviour, where He ſays, 
whoſoever ſhall ſmite thee on thy right cheek, turn 


to him the other alſo. And if any man will ſue 


thee at the Law and take away thy Coat, let him 
have thy Cloke alſo n. By which he certainly did 
not mean that Chriſtians ſhould never defend 
themſelves againſt any violence or injuſtice, but 
what he meant was to forbid, in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms, that Spirit of Revenge and Litigiouſneſs 


in which People are too apt to indulge them- 


ſelves to their own Harm and Loſs, Juſt ſo 
may we ſuppoſe that the Apoſtles, by thoſe 


Precepts, meant to reſtrain men, in the ſtricteſt 
manner, from that petulant and perverſe oppo- 


ſition to Laws and to Magiſtrates, that private 
Perſons are otten led into by their own pre- 
ſumption and obſtinacy ; and indeed to reſtrain 
them from every ſort of Oppoſition to Gover- 
nors, except only when it may happen in ſome 
very extraordinary Caſe that the Evils and Diſ- 


tre ſſes ariſing to the Society from ſubmiſſion are 


as certain and are evidently greater than thoſe 

that muſt follow from diſobedience. In this 

enſe theſe apoſtolical Precepts are particularly 
a Matthew V. 39, 40. 

app!:- 
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applicable to the preſent occaſion, aftd therefore 


in this ſenſe I mean they ſhould be applied in 


my preſent Diſcourſe. 


From what has been ſaid you muſt ſurely be 


convinced that human Laws and Conſtitutions, 


when not contrary to God's word or the natural 


Rights of Mankind, are ſo confirmed by him as 


to become binding on the conſcience of Men. 
and that your obedience to them is a duty as 
ſtrictly enjoined as any other religious duty 


whatever. And a moment's reflection will ſhew 


you the great Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Al- 
mighty God in thus interpoſing his own Au- 
thority for ſo excellent a purpoſe; for Govern- 


ment and Subordinaticn is ſo abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary, that there would be no living in peace 
or ſecurity without it. Were there no Kings 
or Magiſtrates to protect the Innocent and re- 
ſtrain Evil-doers, or (which is the fame thing 


were they not obeyed in the execution of their 


Office; the world would be filled with Violence 


and Oppreſſion; there would be no grounds for 
mutual confidence or commerce among Men, no 
ſecurity for any thing we enjoy, but our lives 
and properties would be expoſed to perpetual 
Dangers. And therefore, ſince the happineſs of 


Society 1s the peculiar care of God's providence, 
he has declared Government to be of his own 


appointing, 
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(14): 

appointing, and challenges to Himſelf the pro- 
tection and ſupport of it. By me Kings reign, fays 
He, and Princes decree Fuſtice ; by me Princes rule, 
and Nobles, even all the Judges of the Earth ®. 
Now can any Man, who knows all this, pretend 
that he hath the leaſt regard to Religion or 
Conſcience, if it has not a proper Influence on 
his Practice in enforcing a due Submiſſion to the 
Laws of his Country? and if it has not this 
Influence, can He expect to be conſidered other- 
wile than as a deſigning hypocrite, who means 
Injuſtice to his Neighbour, and would willingly 
ſacrifice the Peace and Safety of the Public to 
his own private advantage? | 


Havixo now fully proved it to be God's 
Will, that Men ſhould every where, under the 
pain of his Diſpleaſure, pay a dutiful Obedience 
to the Laws of their Country, and ſubmit them-_ 
ſelves peaceably to the King and all that are 
put in Authority under him, I ſhall lay before 
you ſome very ſtrong and peculiar Obligations 
which we of theſe Kingdoms lie under to the 
ſtri& obſervance of this important Duty. And 
that you may perceive how highly criminal any 
Licentiouſneſs or Sedition among us muſt ap- 
pear in the ſight of God, I ſhall repreſent to 
you ſome of the many and great advantages 

Prov. viii. 15. TO 
| we 


(15) 
we enjoy above other Nations, and which are 
now, under Providence, ſecured to us by a 
Prince whoſe known regard for the Conſtitu- 
tion of his Kingdoms, and whoſe firm and con- 
ſcientious adherence to the Laws, mult render 


any diſobedience in his Subjects quite inex- 
cuſable. 


Ouz Civil Conſtitution was from the firſt 
founded on the Liberty of the People, which 


all our laws are contrived to ſupport and pro- 


tect. Our form of Government is happily placed 
between the two extremes of arbitrary Power 
and popular Licentiouſneſs. Our Magiſtrates, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, are bound to 
execute their Office according to known Laws, 
to which all orders of Men have given their 
conſent either by themſelves or their Repreſen- 
tatives ; and the meaneſt Subject who finds him- 
ſelf aggrieved has a legal opportunity of pro- 
curing Redreſs againſt the higheſt Officer of 


the State, ſhould he exceed the bounds of his 


Commiſſion. So that the People are ſecured 


In the Power of doing whatever the Law per- 
mits, and of not being compelled to do what 
the Law does not require; in which the true 


nature of Perſonal Liberty conſiſts. Our Pro- 
perty is ſo carefully guarded by the Conſtitu- 
tion, that no national Tax is even propoſed bur 
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(16) 


by the Repreſentatives of the People. And 


every particular or local Tax is impoſed only 


by ſuch Perſons of the Neighbourhood as muſt 


be the beſt Judges of the neceſſity of that Tax, 
and the Abilities of thoſe who are to pay it, and 


who muſt themſelves bear a conſiderable part 


of it. Add to this, that great and ſingular Pri- 
vilege which every Subject of this Kingdom en- 
joys, of being tried and adjudged by his Equals ; 
by thoie who being in the fame rank of life, 
and having the fame Intereſts with himſelf, are 
molt likely to give Judgment with juſtice and 
tenderneſs. And theſe are appointed in ſuch 


manner as leaves no room for fraud or preju- 


dice, and are fo far liable to the refuſal of the 
Party, whoſe life or property is in queſtion, that 
thoſe he does not refuſe may juſtly be eſtcemed 
his own choice. What greater Security can a 


man poſſibly have for his Life or his Property, 


than that neither of them can be affected but 
by a mode of trial ſo fair and equitable ? And 
then, that the Adminiſtration of our wholeſeme 
Laws may freely- circulate through the extreme 


parts of the Community; THESE VENERABLE MaA- 
GISTRATES, by their regular progreſs through- 


out the Land, bring the Courts of Juſtice home 
to our doors, and fave us all the delay, expence, 
and other inconveniencies that muſt attend our 
being obliged to ſeek for Juſtice at the Capital 


4. only. 
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Su 
only. But to diſplay the excellence of our happy 
7 Conſtitution fully is not my preſent deſign, nor 
5 indeed have I either abilities or time to treat fo 
extenſive a ſubject as it deſerves ; I have there- 
fore but lightly touched on ſome of the Out- 
lines of this beautiful Syſtem of Government, 
which has been raiſed and improved by the 
' wiſdom of ages, and is now envied and ad- 
mired by all nations; ſo that I may juſtly ap- 
peal to you in the words of Moſes, and aſk, 
what nation is there ſo great, that bath Statutes 
and Fudg ments ſo righteous as all' this Lat which 
T ſet before you this day v? 


1 


1 2 
_ 1 N x" * 3 / ts. : 8 — 
r ann 


ConstDER how, I beſeech you, that to whom 
God has given much, of them will He require the 
more a. And as He hath given you theſe great 
and national Bleſſings, He will certainly require, 
that you ſhew yourſelves not unworthy of his 

Gifts, by a proper uſe and improvement of 
them ; and by a conſcientious diſcharge of every 
branch of your duty to Him and to thofe He 
has ſet over you; and that you be ready at all 
times to aid and aſſiſt your Governors, according 
to your ſeveral ſtations and abilities, in promot- 
ing Peace and good Order, Unanimity and 
Juſtice among your Fellow-citizens; and in re- 
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Inſurrections, or oppole the Laws. For be 
aſſured it is from ſuch Conduct only, you can 
reaſonably hope that Almighty God will be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to continue to you and your 


poſterity thoſe Bleſſings you now eyoy above 
other Nations. 


Havinc ſhewn you the nature of that Sub- 
miſſion and Obedience which the People are 
obliged, by the Laws of God and Man, to pay to 
thoſe who are ſet in authority over them; I come 
now to repreſent»to you, as I propoſed in the ſe- 
cond place, the Miſchiets and Calamities that 
muſt ariſe, ſhould the People, in a free and well- 
ordered Government as ours is, attempt, on any 

pretence whatever, to ſhake off the due Subordi- 
nation to their Magiſtrates, and ſet themſelves up 
as the only judges of what Laws are proper to be 
executed and what are to be oppoſed. Where- 
ever a factious and turbulent ſpirit carries People 
to ſuch lengths; it is plain, that inſtead of Peace 
and Good-will among Men, nothing will prevail 
but Diſcord, Hatred, and Diſtruſt, and that in- 
ſtead of honeſt Induſtry and gainful, fAouriſhing 
Manufactures, Debauchery, Idleneſs and Beggary 

will enſue; and inſtead of being ſecure in our 
Properties and Lives, we muſt expect injurious 
Violation of Property, and outrageous Riots often 
ending in Murder. In ſhort, ſo many Bleſſings 


arc 
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are loſt and ſo many Evils are incurred by ſuch an 
Event, that a reaſonable man cannot but wonder 
how any People could ſuffer ſuch a dangerous 
Spirit ever to ariſe among them, 


Axp yet we may ſuppoſe that the Perſons who 
ſeem to have been influenced by that Spirit on a 
late occaſion, muſt have fancied there were ſome 
Reaſons that might juſtify their Conduct in the 
fight of God; or they could not have ventured 
to be guilty of ſuch Actions as they knew would 
draw down upon them the immediate reſentment 
of the civil Power. Therefore it may not be amiſs 
to conſider by what reaſons or pretenees People 
have been thus deceived, and to examine whether 
they can poſlibly juſtify ſuch proceedings as we 
have heard of. For if any of the Perſons concern- 
ed therein ſhould, on this occaſion, be among my 
Hearers, I would wiſh of all things to convince 
them of their Errors, that they might ſin no more 
in the like ſort. 


IT is faid many Complaints have been made, 
that thoſe whom God has bleſſed with landed pro- 
perty, often make ſuch exorbitant Demands for 
the uſe of their Lands, as will not allow the in- 
duſtrious man who tills the Ground to reap a 
reaſonable Profit by his Labour ; which is repre- 
ſented as a very great Grievance and Oppreſſion, 
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As to this matter I muſt obſerve, that nothing 
can be more difficult, than to judge fairly where 
ſuch complaints are well founded and where they 
are not, For it is evident, that as the People in- 
creaſe in number and grow more ſkilful in Agri- 
culture, as our Manufactures flouriſh and are ex- 
tended, and as the Country is improved; all theſe 
molt deſirable Events will neceſſarily produce a 
proportional Increaſe in the Value of our Lands ; 
* and the perſon who occupies the Ground will re- 
ceive a higher price for whatever it produces. So 
104 that the Riſe of Land cannot be, in itſelf, a 
bot Grievance. And therefore People ought to think 
14 very ſeriouſly before they allow themſelves to be 
| influenced by ſuch Complaints, and eſpecially as 
they may be led from thence to take moſt unjuſti- 
fable ſteps for redreſſing what they imagine to be 
a Grievance, and which may be only the neceſ- 
ſary conſequence of the national Improvement. 


Bovr ſtill there may be ſome particular Inſtances 
in which this complaint is well founded. People 
. may in ſome caſes be obliged to pay more for 
[ } their Land, than, all things conſidered, they ought 
to pay, and more than will afford them a ſufficient 
maintenance for their families. Wherever this 
really happens, I do acknowledge it is a moſt 
grievous Oppreſſion; it is the very worſt kind of 
Uſury and Extortion, But then it is ſuch Uſury 
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as the Law can neither prevent nor puniſh. Money 
has a determined value, and therefore the Intereſt 


of it may be fixed; but the Value of Land depends 
upon ſuch a variety of Circumſtances, and thoſe 


of ſo uncertain a nature, that it can never be the 
ſubject of any general and ſettled Law. Therefore 
People are very abſurd who would attempt to 
bring this under any fixed Regulations ; and they 
are very wicked if they attempt to do it by Vio- 
lence and Outrage. Every man's Land as well 
as his other Property mult be left to the free diſ- 


poſal of his own Conſcience, as he {hall anſwer for 


it to God; and though he makes an improper or 
uncharitable uſe of it, ſtill the Man who, on that 
account, uſes Violence againſt him, or injures 
him in his Property, is the more guilty of the 


two: for Robbery is a more pernicious crime 
than Extortion, 


f 


Bur it may be aſked, What then are poor 


People to do, when they labour unger ſuch hard- 


ſhip ? I have already ſhewn you that it is impoſ- 
fible any human Laws or Regulations ſhould 
afford them Redreſs ; and that they are guilty of 
great wickednels in attempting to redreſs them- 


ſelves, by rendering Evil for Evil, They muſt 


therefore truſt to God's Providence, and comfort 


themſelves with conſidering that where Land is 


over-rated, it muſt of neceſſity be again reduced 
C3 | to 
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(22) 
to its proper Price, by Time and the common 
Prices of other Things, which alone can bring 
this effect to paſs. In the mean time they muſt 
uſe all the induſtry they are capable of, they muſt 
be ſober, careful, and frugal; and before they 
complain of Oppreſſion 1n others, they muſt be 
ſure that their Diſtreſs does not ariſe rather from 
their own Idleneſs, Ignorance, or Drunkennels, 
which I fear is too often the caſe ; for we have 
ſeen ſome People thrive under high Rents, and on 
the ſame Land where others, at low Rents, have 
been reduced to Beggary. But if with all their 
_ Induſtry, Care, and Frugality, they ſtill find them- 
ſelves unable comfortably to ſupport their Fa- 
milies, on account of the high Demands made 
upon them; yet they mult not be provoked to 
forget their Duty or tranſgreſs the Laws, for that 
would only make their Caſe worſe; they muſt 
conſider this as one of the Calamities of human 
life for which God has neither promiſed nor pro- 
vided any immediate Remedy in this world ; for, 
it muſt needs be that Offences come, but Moe to that 
man by whom the Offence cometh", Let them 
therefore take care that Offences do not come 
from their part, and let them commit their Cauſe 
to God, and by a patient continuance in well-doing 
look unto him for their Reward in a better Life. 
Let them obſerve St. Paul's directions, in the 12th 
"Matthew xviii. 7. 
chapter 
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chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans, where he 
ſays, recompence to no man evil for evil, as much 1s 
lieth in you, live peaceably with ul] Men. Dez ly 
Beloved, avenge not vourſelves, but rather give place 
unto wrath, for it is written, Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, ſaith the Lord, Thetciore in a Caule 
which God hath reſerve to Himſelf, and will 
judge in his own. good time, whoever will pre- 
ſame to take the Sword ſhall periſh with the e! 
This, you may be well aſſured, is the only Ad- 
vice, that, conſiſtently with Rcaſon or i£cl:vion, 


can be given to Perſons in the Situation 1 iizve 


been ſpeaking of; and no man, who does not 


"throw off all regard to Religion as well as Rea- 


ſon, will ever think of uſing violence in ſuch a 
Caſe, - be his Complaint ever ſo well founded. 
And here I muſt admoniſh thoſe, who are ſo apt 
to accule their Superiors of oppreſſion, to take 
care that they themſelves are not guilty of greater 
oppreſſion of the like kind towards their In- 


feriors; fon J am perſuaded it would be found, 
upon enquiry, that che intermediate Tenants, 


who take Land and retail it to others, are the 


Perſons who have given the greateſt Geenen for 


complaints of this ſort. 


Bur there have been other matters talked of 
as Grievances, which I muſt alſo conſider on this 


t Matthew xxvi. 5 2. 
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Occaſion. It ſeems the People in ſome places 
haye thought, that, by the Tax for public uſes, 
the Laws put them to a greater expence than 
they could conveniently bear; and hence they 
concluded it was juſtifiable to reſiſt the execution 
of the Law. Yet this very Tax is deſigned merely 
for their own particular Advantage, and ſo juſtly 
rated, that every one pays a part of it propor- 
tioned to his abilities, and the whole of it is laid 
out among thoſe of them whoſe only ſupport de- 
pends on their daily labour. And where this 
Tax is heavy, it can continue to be ſo only for a 


ſhort time, as it will the ſooner anſwer the good 


purpoſe for which it is intended, and then will 
grow lighter of courſe. Qne would think theſe 
circumſtances might reconcile People even to 


| ſome extraordinary expence; but I am ſure no 


reaſonable Men would eyer ſeriouſly imagine that 
any ſuch Inconvenience could poſſibly juſtify 
them in oppaling the Law by force. Men ought 
to bear many things from their Benefactors which 
they will not bear from others: now he that re- 


| fiſts the Laws, flies in the face of his beſt Bene- 
factor, and is guilty of the higheſt ingratitude ; 


for it is to the Laws that we owe the ſafety of 
our Lives and all that we have. And as a good 
Son will not loſe the Reſpect due to an affec- 


tionate Parent, who may happen at times to be 


peeviſh and moroſe, ſo a good Subiect will be 
{ure 


(25) 

ſure to preſerve the reverence and reſpect due to 
the Laws, though in ſome particular Inſtance he 
thinks them inconvenient or ſevere. Beſides, 
though the Laws were evidently intended for the 
Good of the whole Community, and were cer- 
tainly framed by much wiſer Heads than thoſe 
who find fault with them, yet it is perhaps im- 
_ Poſſible in the nature of things that they ſhould 
be always and every where ſo equitably admi- 
niſtred, but that ſome People will feel, or pretend 
to feel, inconveniences from them. And if theſe 
People ſhould be of ſo turbulent and unreaſon- 
able a Diſpoſition as not to ſubmit to ſome incon- 
venience for Peace ſake and for the Good of So- 
ciety, but think they have a right to oppoſe ſuch 
Laws by force; ſee what mult be the conſequence, 
Others led by their Example would think they 
had an equal right to oppoſe ſuch Laws as they 
diſliked or fancied to be oppreſſive, there would 
be no end to the Grievances that would be com- 
plained of, and in a little time we ſhould ſcarce 
have a ſingle Law of the State that would not 

find its oppoſers. What a ſituation ſhould we 
then be in? nothing but confuſion and lawleſs 
force would every where prevail, no honeſt man 
would know how to conduct himſelf, for all re- 
gulations would depend on the uncertain Caprice 
of the Multitude, all Government and Peace 
would be at an end, and the moſt happy Conſti- 


tution 
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tution that ever a Nation was bleſſed with would 
be entirely overturned, 


You ſee then what dreadful Evils people may 
run into without conſidering what they are do- 
ing, and how greatly they are miſtaken when they 
expect to obtain their Ends, by' reſiſting the 


Laws, which can tend only to bring them into a 


worſe ſituation than they were in before; for cer- 


tainly nothing has a greater tendency to force 


Magiſtrates into the practice of Tyranny or 
Oppreſſion, than a continual fear for their own 


ſafety, and an experience, that they bear rule 


over a violent and obſtinate People. So that 
diſobedience conſtantly defeats its own purpoſe, 
and aggravates the grievance it pretends to re- 
move; and therefore they who attempt to redreſs 
themſelves by Riots and Inſurrections, are guilty 
of the worſt policy that can be; for while there 
is any Law or Government left in the Society, it 
muſt always prove too ſtrong for ſuch Inſurgents, 


Who will fall victims to their own imprudence, and 


meet with the ſame fate that Judas of Galilee did, 
who (as we read in the Acts of the Apoſtles) r/e 
up in the days of the Taxing and drew away much 
people after him; he alſo periſhed, and all even as 


many as obeyed him were diſperſed *. In like man- 


ner all ſuch raſh and ungovernable people, in- 


Chap. v. verſe 37. | 
ſtead 
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ſtead of making their caſe better, will more pro- 
bably bring deſolation and famine upon their 
country, and will certainly involve themſelves and 
their innocent families in all the miſeries of baniſh- 
ment, and poverty. | 


Axp yet even this is not the worſt that is to 
be dreaded by thoſe who allow themſelves to be 
influenced by a ipirir of ſedition and diſcontent ; 
for nothing 1s ſo apt to lead them unawares into 
the commiſſion of ſuch horrid crimes, as, without 
the deepeſt repentance, muſt ſubject them to a 
much more dreadful puniſhment than any this 
world can inflict. When People of this unhappy 
Temper fir? get together, though perhaps they 
intend only to try whether they can carry their 
Point, by threats and by denouncing vengeance 
againſt thoſe who refuſe to ſubmit to their Terms; 
yet finding their numbers and ſtrength increaſe, 


and ſeeing their threats diſregarded, they are led 
on by the inſtigation of ſome deſperate Spirits 


among them, from one Violence to another, till 
at length they are hurried into ſuch Acts of 
Cruelty and Inhumanity as, at any other time, 
they would ſhudder to think of. 


Bur further; though the unruly and revenge- 
ful paſſions of men may often, on other occaſions, 
lead them to commit the like acts of cruelty to 

| their 
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their neighbours ; yet this ſpirit of ſeditious out- 
rage has ſometimes carried men to be guilty even 
of the moſt direct Impiety towards God himſelf : 
I mean, in that impious practice of compelling 
Perſons, by violence and through fear of their 
Lives, to take Oaths contrary to their Conſcience 
and to their Duty, and to bind themſelves by the 
moſt ſacred Tye to do that which is often inju- 
rious and unlawful. Now, could any popiſh In- 


quiſition exerciſe a more cruel Tyranny over 


the Conſciences and Souls of Men? Could there 
be a viler Perverſion of that ſolemn and religious 


Act, which God hath inſtituted for the confirma- 


tion of Truth and to be an end of all Strife x? Could 
there be a more wicked Profanation of the Goſpel 
of Peace, than thus to ule it as an Inſtrument in 
the hand of Violence? endeavouring, as it were, 


to bring Chriſt into a fellowſhip with Belial*. Or 


could a more daring Inſult be offered to the awful 
Majeſty of God, than to call Him among them, 
by this ſolemn appeal, to be a witneſs to their 


ungodly Deeds? There is no ſpeaking of this 
abominable crime without the utmoſt abhorrence ; 
it is ſuch a one as will not admit of the leaſt ex- 
cuſe from the ſuddenneſs or violence of any hu- 
man Paſſion it was never heard of in other na- 


tions, but has been quite peculiar to the infa- 
* xuated People of this country, I therefore think 


V Heb. v, 16. | 2 Cor. vi. 15. 
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it highly neceſſary that it ſhould be expoſed to 
your view in its proper colours, that you may learn 
to abhor it as you ought; for I am perſuaded, 
that if theſe unhappy People had ever rightly con- 
ſidered the nature of this enormous offence, they 
would never have been guilty of it. Therefore 
I hope they will moſt ſincerely repent of their miſ- 
doings, and that the Father of Mercies will for- 
give them, as they knew not what they did. 


I Have now gone through what I ptopoſed, 
and have ſhewn you what your duty is, and what 
_ dreadful effects muſt ariſe from diſobedience and 
contempt of the Laws ; and herein I have taken 
up a portion of your time longer than uſual, 
though not longer than the importance of my Sub- 
je& required. I ſhall now briefly point out the uſe 
you are to make of what has been ſaid. Firſt, 
you are ever to retain in your minds a moſt thank- 
ful ſenſe of the great Goodneſs and Wiſdom of 
Almighty God, in having required, by his own 
ſupreme authority, and as a duty owing to him- 
ſelf, that all men ſhould yield a ready and peace- 
able Obedience to the Government and Laws of 
their Country; as by ſo doing, they moſt effec- 
tually conſult their own ſecurity and happineſs. 
| Secondly, you are to conſider, that the Laws are 
framed by thoſe who, from their large ſhare of 
Property, are moſt marin intereſted in the 
Good 
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Good of the whole Society; and whoſe extenſive 
Knowledge and long Experience muſt render 
them much better Judges of what is for the ge- 
neral Advantage, than any particular Set of 
People can be, whoſe Views are ſo confined, that 
they ſeldom ſee farther than their own private 
concerns. This will ſnew you how very impro- 
bable it is that any real Grievances can ariſe from 
the due execution of the Laws, and that therefore 
you ought to be very cautious of entertaining any 
Complaints of that ſort. 


Laſtly, what has been ſaid, together with your 
Experience of what has happened, will fully con- 
vince you of the wickedneſs and folly of endea- 
vouring to remove grievances, whether imaginary 


or real, by any unlawful means. As this will ne- 


ceſſarily produce Evils, in compariſon of which all 


ſuch Grievances are but mere trifles. For attempts 


of this kind muſt be defeated, the unhappy of- 
fenders involved in ruin, and perhaps brought as 
1 raitors to a ſhameful and untimely end. 


Bur I truſt in the Divine Providence, that theſe 


Diſturbances are now at at end, that the timely 


interpoſition of our Governor has had its proper 
effect, and we are no longer in danger from ſuch. 
proceedings, of having this much improved coun- 


try reduced to its former ſtate of wretchedneſs and 


5 barbarity. 
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barbarity. It now remains only, that in behalf of 
thoſe unhappy Offenders, we ſhould all implore 
the Goodneſs of Almighty God, who alone filleth 
the raging of the Sea and the Madneſs of the People 7, 
to give them a due ſenſe of their Errors, that they 
may never more glory in the hardneſs of their 
Hearts, as in the Day of their Provocation *, but 
turn unto the Lord, and with an humble and con- 
trite Spirit beſeech Him that their Sins may be 
forgiven, and that they may be counted worthy 
to partake of the gracious Promiſe He made to 
his People by the Prophet, ſaying, I will put @ new 
Spirit within them, I will take away their ſtony 
Hearts and give them Hearts of Fleſh, that they may 
dale in my Statutes and keep mine Ordinances, and 
they ſhall be my People, and I will be their God . 


AnD in behalf of the ſame unhappy Perſons, I 
muſt exhort you all, my Brethren, that, in your 
ſeveral Ranks and Stations, you be ready, not 
only to forgive all thoſe that have injured or of- 
fended you, but to receive again into your favour 
and protection every one that ſhews true Re- 
pentance for what is paſt, and a hearty deſire of 
returning to his Duty; that you will uſe all your 
Influence in promoting Reconciliation, Peace and 
Harmony among your Neighbours, and that you 
will be ready to liſten patiently to ſuch Complaints 
! Pſalm Ixv. 7. = Pſalm xcv. 8. Ezekiel xi. 19, 20. 

as 


1 
+ 


Maes ů ——ů ——— - — — — conan . — 


632) 

as are made known to you in a decent and dutiful 
manner; for thus you will be able to ſhew the 
People their Error, when they are miſtaken, and 
to afford them every reaſonable Aſſiſtance and 
Redreſs that their caſe may require. And by this 
kind Attention to them you vill effectually 
convince them, that it is their Intereſt, as well 
as their Duty, to be ſubjef? to Principalities, and 
Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, and to be ready to 
2 8 Work. 


the God of Peace, that brought again Fs 
Nur Lord Feſus, make you perfett in every 
good * wk, to do his Will, working in you that 
which is well pleaſing in bis Sight, through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord, to whom be Glory for ever ond 


ever”, Amen. 


b Hebrews X1ii. 20, 21. 


Lately Published, by J. HATCHARD. 
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the Diocese of Durham, at the ordinary Visitation of 
that Diocese, in July, 1801. By the Right Hon. and 


Rev. SuvTE, LoRD Bisnor or Donna. Priee 
1s. 6d. 


2. HAWLEY's SERMON ; preached at Lam- 
| beth Chapel, at the Consecration of the Right Rev. 
G. T. HuxTiNGFoRD, D. D. 


3. SERMONS, on various Subjects; Preached at 
the Octagon Chapel, Bath. By the Rev. Jonx Gar- 
DINER, D. D. &c. &ce. Price 88. in boards. 


4. DAUBENY's EIGHT DISCOURSES. on the 


Connection between the Old and New Testament, 


considered as two parts of the same Divine Revela- 


tion; and demonstrative of Atonement : accompanied 
with a Preliminary Discourse, respectfully addressed 
to the Younger Clergy, containing some Remarks on 
the late Professor Campbells Ecelesiastical History. 
S vo. Price 9s. 


5. BRIEF COMMENTARIES upon 1 Parts 


of the REVELATION and other PROPHEC LES, 
as immediately refer to the Present Time. By 
JosE FH GalLO WAV, Es. 1 in boards, 9s. or 
on fine paper, 10s. 6d. 


6. The EVIDENCE for the AUTHENTICITY _ 
and DIVINE INSPIRATION of the APOCALYPSE, 


Stated and Vindicated from the Objections of the 
late Professor F. D. Michaelis. Price 3s. 


7. A SERIOUS CALL to a Devout and Holy 
Lite. Abridged from the original Work of the Rev. 
WILIA Law. Price 1s. 6d. 
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BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 


8. POEMS axp ESSAYS. By the late Miss 
BowolLER. To which is first added, An ESSAY on 
the Durizs and ApvaNTAGEs of S1ckngss. Beau- 


tifully printed, and an elegant engraving of the Au- 
thor. Price, in boards, II. IS. 


9. PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS on TRA 
REVELATION or ST. JOHN. Written in the 
year 1775, by the late Mrs. Bowyer. Neatly 
printed in crown octavo. Price 5s. 
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J. H. has constuntly on Sale an extensive Assortment of 


the most estermed Publicuttuns. 
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